Contact Details for Southside
Uniting Church:

Website:

https://tsuc.org.au/

440 Goonoo Goonoo Road
Tamworth 2340

PO Box 5101

South Tamworth 2340

Ministers of the Word:

Rev Geoff Flynn
geoffreyf@nswact.uca.org.au
0421338202

(Fridays unavailable)

Rev Sam Sadrata
sadratasam@gmail.com
0431 216 188

Lay Preachers:

David Bissett: 0400186723
John Nash: 0428 333 358
Rob Wood: 0447 425 411

Church Office Admin

Jill Morphett: 6765 3714
Email: office@tsuc.org.au
Office open: Tuesday 9:30 to
12:30.

To continue to support our
Church financially, we
invite you to set up a direct
deposit into the Church
account.

Direct Giving:

Southside Uniting Church
Account

BSB 634 634

Acc No. 100021648

Contact Details for

Tamworth City Uniting Church
Office: 144 Marius Street

PO Box 501, Tamworth

Phone: 6766 5311

Email:
tamworthcity.uca@gmail.com
Hours: 9am—2pm, Tues— Fri

Website: www.ucatamworthcity.
Website: www.ucatamworthcity.

wordpress.com

Peel Valley UC -

Margaret Crowell 0408660025
ucapeelvalley@gmail.com
website:
www.ucapeelvalley.org.au/

Southside Scene 4 October 2026
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9.30am Worship Service with Karen Henderson and Freedom team

Our Sunday services are livestreamed each week. Access the link on Southside website:
Sermon Archive - Tamworth Southside Uniting (tsuc.org.au) (ctrl+click)
Southside Scene is available on the website. Welcome - Tamworth Southside Uniting

c s Frontier Services @

Standing with people in the bush
Frontier Services... have been standing with people in the bush since 1912.
For more than a century, Frontier Services has been a trusted presence for
people in remote Australia—offering practical, pastoral and spiritual care to
those who need it most.
Frontier Services is Australia’s oldest bush charity, founded in 1912 through the
vision of Reverend John Flynn. Today, they support people living in rural and
remote communities through a national network of Bush Chaplains and
dedicated Outback Links volunteers. They show up when others can’t—
providing care, connection, and relief in times of hardship and joy.

Frontier Services, believe that distance should never be a barrier to support and
connection. They are committed to standing with people in the bush—not just
in times of crisis but in everyday life, celebrating the joys and sharing in the
struggles that come with living in remote Australia.

They dream of an Australia where every person in rural and remote areas is
cared for and supported. A country where no one faces life’s challenges alone,
no matter how far they live from the nearest town.

Their mission is grounded in compassion, connection, and a deep respect for
the people of the bush.

Through their network of Bush Chaplains and Outback Links volunteers, they
offer a trusted presence, showing up in times of crisis, isolation or hardship
with a helping hand, a listening ear, and a connection to community, providing
practical, pastoral, and spiritual care through dedicated network of Bush
Chaplains

They mobilize volunteers through Outback Links to offer hands-on assistance to
those in need; advocating for people in rural and remote areas, raising
awareness of the challenges they face and amplifying their voices;
strengthening resilience in outback communities, ensuring people have access
to the help they need to thrive.

People living in rural and remote Australia often face isolation, limited access to
essential services, and greater vulnerability to crises. They include farmers, First
Nations communities, small-town residents, and those in industries like mining,
who can be hundreds of kilometres from the nearest support.

Despite the challenges of distance, extreme weather, and economic hardship,
outback residents show remarkable resilience. Frontier Services stands with
them, offering practical, emotional, and spiritual care, ensuring no one in the
bush need face life’s challenges alone. Please consider giving to Frontier
Services or becoming a volunteer through Outback Links.

Karen Henderson
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Kate Armstrong
Karen Gurney
Jean Holder
Annette Churchill

’ Resuming Tuesdays from 27" Oct @ Southside Uniting Church
(440 Goonoo Goonoo Rd, Op. The Big Golden Guitar)
10am - 12midday

Jomwm Us/

Resuming Thursdays from 29 Oct @ Tamworth City Uniting Church
(144 Marius St, behind the Opportunity Shop)
10am - 12midday
Tea/coffee and morning tea for the grown ups (].\
Contact: Robyn Wright (0418 656 283) robynwr632@yahoo.com \§£ /&

Bible Readings: Oct 11 2026 Pent 20

UCA Northern
Presbytery Update

For the Latest Northern
Presbytery News and
articles of interest from
the Uniting Church go to
the NP Website:
https://northern.nswact.

uca.org.au/

Ex 32:1-14 Ps 106:1-6, 19-23
Phil 4:1-9 Mt 22:1-14
Prayers.....

Pray for Robyn and Libby who are facing /recovering from surgery at the
moment.
Pray for all our sick friends, wishing them speedy recovery.

UCA Synod Update -

https://www.nswact.uca.

CHRISTMAS BOXES:

Those who still wish to pack boxes are very welcome to retrieve any
remaining boxes from church, fill, pray over & deliver to the Car Doctor in
Dampier Street by mid October. Alternatively boxes may be purchased
& filled online at the Operation Christmas Child website.

Build a Shoebox Online - Operation Christmas Child

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this mission over the
years. Susie

org.au
UCA Assembly Update -

Uniting Church Australia

Roof Repairs at Southside are continuing until December. Maybe earlier!
Work is progressing welll. Please be mindful of the scaffolding and the
detours needed to access the church.
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October

Saturday 3 - 7.30am Men’s Breakfast at Southside
Sunday 4 - Daylight Saving Commences 2am. Turn your clocks forward 1 hour
9.30am Worship Service at Southside — Frontier Services
Sunday 4%- Southside will be celebrating Frontier Services by holding a special service, focusing on their vital role
in helping isolated and disadvantaged families. Please note, there will be a retiring offering to help their ongoing
work.
Monday 5 — Labour Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 6 — 10.30am — Morning Tea at Southside. All Welcome
11.00 am — TRUC meeting at Southside
Sunday 11 — 9.30am Worship Service and ‘Blessing of the RFS Fleet’ Please bring a plate for morning tea if able.
Monday 12 - School Term 4 commences.
Tuesday 13 — 10.30am — Morning Tea at Southside.
Wednesday 14 — 7.00pm — 8.30pm - Bible Study at Denise’s and each following 2" Wednesday of month.
Friday 16 - 11am Signature HC UC Service with David Bissett.
Saturday 16 - PALM Workshop at Southside with Dr Cliff Bird
Saturday 17 — ‘Fiesta la Peel’ 4pm — 8pm Southside will have a stall at this Multicultural event.
Coordinators — Ruth and Glen Harrington.
Sunday 18 — 9.30am Holy Communion Service with Rev Sam and the Kingdom
Builders.
Tuesday 20 — 10.30am — Morning Tea at Southside.
Tuesday 20 — 4.30pm Church Council meeting at Southside
Sunday 25 - 9.30am Worship Service with Rev Geoff Flynn and the Old and the
Bold team.
7pm Southside Healing Service.
Tuesday 27 — 10.30am — Morning Tea at Southside. VoS, \

WorthT Multicultural
Tamworth Loy

W

home (address in Pacific Australia Labour Mobility
Southside Directory) Rev. Dr Cliff Bird, Rev Alimoni Taumoepeau

Join Denise’s Bible
ﬁ'”mw Study Group at her @ PALM \\\ﬁ

& Tina Rendell-Thornton

nd
2" Wednesday monthly. 1618 DL -
7 - 8.30pm . 15 October  Arrive and visit Teys & Thomas Foods locally
. 16 October  10am-1pm PALM Specific Training & Formation at Southside
Sta rtl ng 1 4 OCtOber' 17 October 10am - 3pm Training and Formation Day — Intercultural Ministry & GBY
| at Southside
Au Welcome' 4-9pm visit Fiesta la Peel in Bicentennial Park
18 October  Visit Gunnedah
9:30am join worship and meet PALM Workers afterwards

Weekly Happenings.................
Monday 10.00am—Functionally Fit Exercise
class with Roxanne Healing Services 7pm December
Tuesday mornings—9.30am—12 noon - 25 October, 6 December 9 - Denise’s Bible Study
Stepping Stones — taking a break — back 27 19 - Carols at Southside
October November -

11 - Denise’s Bible Study 2027 - March — 5- 13t
15t SS Congregation AGM- | Southside to be venue for
Church Council elections — | Elections.

Wednesday 1—2:30pm—Prayer and Praise
Session with Maria Okon (6762 5001)
Monday, Wednesday & Friday—6-8pm AA & members retiring —

meeting in Acacia room — please consider nominating
Men’s Choir meet at Southside —2nd & 4th 27/28 Nativity Scene

Mondays at 5pm. display @ SS — contact
Jennifer Battle




Tamworth Regional Uniting Churches Minister’s Reflection
Isaiah 5:1-7 & Matthew 21:33-46

Friends, we resume back to our lectionary readings for this month of October. We have spent some time looking at
God’s care for creation and our invitation to care for creation.

This week we are continuing to be called to tending for creation through our readings that gives us an image of a
vineyard.

The image of a vineyard speaks to us in rural communities as we know that anything worth growing takes patience,
care, and hope. We prepare the ground, tend what has been planted, watch the seasons, and sometimes simply wait
and trust.

There are seasons when growth comes easily, and other seasons when the ground seems less fruitful than we
hoped. Yet we keep tending, because we know that much of what is happening beneath the surface cannot always
be seen.

Isaiah speaks of God, carefully, tending a vineyard and longing to see the fruit of justice and righteousness. Our
Gospel reading, Jesus takes up that same image in Matthew and reminds us that the vineyard is entrusted to our
care.

| find myself wondering what that means for us across our Tamworth Regional Uniting Churches. Perhaps It is an
invitation to slow down and notice what God is already growing among us.

| see glimpses of it in the simple things: a conversation over a cuppa, a phone call to someone who is struggling, a
meal shared, a prayer offered, a newcomer welcomed, or someone quietly making sure another person is not
forgotten. | see it when we gather across generations and cultures, bringing our different stories, traditions, and gifts
into the life of the church. And even more so, the hours put into ‘Working Bee's, Church Cleaning Roster’s, the
gardens at Tamworth Southside’ ... but even more so, the tending to the vineyard within.

These things may seem small, but perhaps this is often how the grace of God becomes visible among us.
We may not always know what the future of our congregations might look like. But we do know the One in whom
our hope rests.

Like seasons around us, things change. Some changes bring excitement and new possibilities, while others bring
uncertainty or sadness. We carry precious memories of what has been, while also wondering what God may be
calling us towards.

Jesus reminds us, as the reading progresses, that the rejected stone becomes the cornerstone. Christ remains the
foundation of our life together. Our hope does not rest in our buildings or our ability to hold everything together.
Our hope rests in Christ.

And so perhaps our calling is simply to keep tending faithfully what God has placed before us: loving our neighbours,
making room for one another, seeking justice, offering compassion, listening deeply and trusting God with what
grows.

Sometimes the fruit will be easy to see. At other times, we may need to look more carefully. A seed of kindness, a
quiet act of generosity, a word of encouragement or a moment of welcome may be more significant than we realise.

As we continue this journey together across the Tamworth region, may we be encouraged by the signs of grace
already among us. May we have eyes to notice where God is at work, courage to nurture new growth, and generous
hearts to share the fruit with others.

The vineyard belongs to God, and we are blessed to tend it together for this season.

Blessings, - Rev Sam



