Contact Details for Southside
Uniting Church:

Website:

https://tsuc.org.au/

440 Goonoo Goonoo Road
Tamworth 2340

PO Box 5101

South Tamworth 2340

Ministers of the Word:

Rev Geoff Flynn
geoffreyf@nswact.uca.org.au
0421338202

(Fridays unavailable)

Rev Sam Sadrata
sadratasam@gmail.com
0431216 188

Lay Preachers:

David Bissett: 0400186723
John Nash: 0428 333 358
Rob Wood: 0447 425 411

Church Office Admin

Jill Morphett: 6765 3714
Email: office@tsuc.org.au
Office open: Tuesday 9:30 to
12:30.

To continue to support our
Church financially, we
invite you to set up a direct
deposit into the Church
account.

Direct Giving:

Southside Uniting Church
Account

BSB 634 634

Acc No. 100021648

Contact Details for

Tamworth City Uniting Church
Office: 144 Marius Street

PO Box 501, Tamworth

Phone: 6766 5311

Email:
tamworthcity.uca@gmail.com
Hours: 9am—2pm, Tues— Fri

Website: www.ucatamworthcity.
Website: www.ucatamworthcity.

wordpress.com

Peel Valley UC -

Margaret Crowell 0408660025
ucapeelvalley@gmail.com
website:
www.ucapeelvalley.org.au/
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Season of Creation 2026

Immersion in Living Water

EZEKIEL 47:9,12

9.30am Worship Service with Rev Sam and The Old and the Bold team
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Our Sunday services are livestreamed each week. Access the link on Southside website:
Sermon Archive - Tamworth Southside Uniting (tsuc.org.au) (ctrl+click)
Southside Scene is available on the website. \Welcome - Tamworth Southside Uniting

Minister's Reflection - Rev Sam
‘Where Can | Go From Your Spirit?’

As we enter the second week of Seasons of Creation, our focus turns to
Land. This week, our readings invite us to think about the land not simply
as something around us, but as something deeply connected to who we
are as human beings and to our relationship with God.

In Genesis 4, Cain asks, “Am | my brother’s keeper?” It is a question that
continues to echo through generations. Cain has allowed jealousy and
anger to become violence, and Abel’s blood cries out from the ground.
The land becomes a witness to what has happened. It carries evidence of
human brokenness.

Then we come to Psalm 139, and the perspective shifts. “O Lord, you
have searched me and known me.” The Psalm speaks of a God who sees,
knows and understands us completely. There is nowhere we can go
where God’s presence is absent. That is a comforting thought, but it is
also a challenging one. If God sees us so completely, then God also sees
the things we would overlook. God sees the places where life is
flourishing, and God sees the places where life is being diminished.

For us, land is never an abstract idea. We know what it means to wait for
rain. We know the uncertainty of drought and the relief that comes when
the paddocks begin to respond. We know the work involved in caring for
stock, crops, gardens and properties. We know that land can provide, but
we also know that land can be unforgiving.

Psalm 139 reminds us that the God who formed us knows us intimately.
“For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.” We are wonderfully made, but we are also creatures of
the earth. Our lives are bound up with the soil, water, animals, plants and
seasons around us.

Perhaps that is one of the gifts of Seasons of Creation: it reminds us that
we are not separate from creation. We belong to it. And if we belong to
creation, then Cain’s question becomes our question: “Am | my brother’s
keeper?” The answer of Scripture is ultimately yes. We are responsible
for one another, and we are responsible for the life entrusted to us.
continued over page.........
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The Uniting Church in
Australia marks the
Season of Creation
each year from 1
September to 4
October, joining the
global Christian
community in prayer,
worship, and action for
ecological justice. In
2026 the theme is
“Living Water,” inspired
by Ezekiel 47:9-12.

Shiuyi
| Gavin Petersen

Psalm 139 ends with a prayer: “Search me, O God, and know my
heart.” It is a prayer of openness. Before we ask God to change the
world, perhaps we begin by allowing God to search us.

Where have | become indifferent? Where have | stopped noticing?
Where have | taken the land for granted? Where have | forgotten that
the earth is God'’s gift rather than simply our possession? And perhaps
most importantly: what is God inviting me to see?

The good news is that the God who searches us is not a God who
abandons us. The God who knows us is the God who accompanies us.
The God who sees our brokenness continues to call us towards life.

So this week, as we look upon the land around us, may we see it
differently And may our prayer become the prayer of the Psalmist:
“Search me, O God, and know my heart.” For when we allow God to
see us more clearly, perhaps we will also learn to see the world, and
the land God has entrusted to us, with greater care.

Where can | go from your Spirit?

Rev Sam

UCA Northern Presbytery Update
For the Latest Northern Presbytery News and articles of interest from the
Uniting Church go to the NP Website: https://northern.nswact.uca.org.au/

Roof Repairs at Southside are well underway and will be continuing until
December. Please be mindful of the scaffolding and the detours needed
to access the church.

UCA Synod Update -

https://www.nswact.uca.

org.au
UCA Assembly Update -
Uniting Church Australia

CHRISTMAS BOXES: Normally around this time would be preparing
Christmas boxes however, a noticeable decline
over the last few years in interest & participation in
this event, no doubt for economic, environmental
& other concerns, we have decided to discontinue
—ie unless someone else feels moved to take it on
& enthuse us all once more!

Those who still wish to pack boxes are very welcome to retrieve any
remaining boxes from church, fill, pray over & deliver to the Car Doctor in
Dampier Street by mid October. Phyl Bird has an assortment of fillers
that she would freely & happily bestow upon you to ease the financial
burden! She awaits your phone call. It appears that postage is the same
as last year - $12.50. Alternatively boxes may be purchased & filled
online at the Operation Christmas Child website.

Build a Shoebox Online - Operation Christmas Child

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this mission over the
vears. Susie
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Mon, 7 Sept: Rev. Geoff on leave until 6 October.

Sunday 13 — 9.30am Worship Service with Rev Sam and The Old and the Bold team Season of Creation — Land
7pm Healing Service at Southside
Tuesday 15- 10.30am Morning Tea at Southside. All Welcome
4.30pm — Southside Church Council meeting.
Sunday 20 -9.30am Holy Communion Service with David Bissett and Fellow Travellers team
Season of Creation — Outback
2.30pm Choral Society Concert “As Time Goes By” at Trinity Church
Tuesday 22 — 7.30am - Ladies Breakfast at Inland Café RSVP Lorrain Harris
10.30am Morning Tea at Southside. All Welcome
2 -5 pm — Spinners and Yarners meet at Southside
Friday 25 - 11am — Signature Service with John Nash
School Term 3 ends.
Sunday 27 — 9.30am Worship Service with Rev Sam and the Encouragers team Season of Creation - River
Tuesday 29 - 10.30am Morning Tea at Southside. All Welcome
Tuesday 5.30pm - 7.30pm and Wednesday10.30 — 12.30am — My Aged Forum at Southside — See attached flyer.

October

Saturday 3 - 7.30am Men’s Breakfast at Southside
Sunday 4 - Daylight Saving Commences
9.30am Worship Service at Southside — Frontier Services

Sunday 4%- Southside will be celebrating Frontier Services by holding a special service, focusing on their vital role
in helping isolated and disadvantaged families. Please note, there will be a retiring offering to help their ongoing
work.
Monday 5 — Labour Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 6 — 10.30am — Morning Tea at Southside.
All Welcome

11.00 am — TRUC meeting at Southside
Sunday 11 — 9.30am Worship Service and ‘Blessing of the
RFS Fleet’
Monday 12 — School Term 4 commences.
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Weekly Happenings.................
Monday 10.00am—Functionally Fit Exercise

class with Roxanne Healing Services 7pm October

Tuesday mornings—9.30am—12 noon - 13 Sept, 4™ Daylight Saving commences
Stepping Stones with Robyn Wright (School 25 October, 6 December 5™ Labor Day Public Holiday
term) November 27/28 Nativity | 11'" October — Blessing of the

Scene display @ SS Fleet @ Southside-

Wednesday 1—2:30pm—Prayer and Praise
Session with Maria Okon (6762 5001)

Monday, Wednesday & Friday—6-8pm AA
meeting in Acacia room —

Men’s Choir meet at Southside —2nd & 4th
Mondays at 5pm.

Bible Readings Sept 202026 Pent 17
[25] Ex 16:2-15Jon 3:10-4:11 Ps 105:1-6,
37-45 Ps 145:1-8 Phil 1:21-30 Mt 20:1-16




