Contact Details for Southside
Uniting Church:

Website:

https://tsuc.org.au/

440 Goonoo Goonoo Road
Tamworth 2340

PO Box 5101

South Tamworth 2340

Ministers of the Word:

Rev Geoff Flynn
geoffreyf@nswact.uca.org.au
0421338202

(Fridays unavailable)

Rev Sam Sadrata
sadratasam@gmail.com
0431216 188

Lay Preachers:

David Bissett: 0400186723
John Nash: 0428 333 358
Rob Wood: 0447 425 411

Church Office Admin

Jill Morphett: 6765 3714
Email: office@tsuc.org.au
Office open: Tuesday 9:30 to
12:30.

To continue to support our
Church financially, we
invite you to set up a direct
deposit into the Church
account.

Direct Giving:

Southside Uniting Church
Account

BSB 634 634

Acc No. 100021648

Contact Details for

Tamworth City Uniting Church
Office: 144 Marius Street

PO Box 501, Tamworth

Phone: 6766 5311

Email:
tamworthcity.uca@gmail.com
Hours: 9am—2pm, Tues— Fri

Website: www.ucatamworthcity.
Website: www.ucatamworthcity.

wordpress.com

Peel Valley UC -

Margaret Crowell 0408660025
ucapeelvalley@gmail.com
website:

www.ucapeelvalley.org.au/

Tamworth Regional Uniting Churches

L} Southside Scene 20 September 2026
TAMWORTH
SOUTHSIDE L
UNITING CHURCH Living Water

Season of Creation 2026

Immersion in Living Water

EZEKIEL 47:9,12

9.30am Holy Communion Service with David Bissett and Fellow Travellers

Our Sunday services are livestreamed each week. Access the link on Southside website:
Sermon Archive - Tamworth Southside Uniting (tsuc.org.au) (ctrl+click)
Southside Scene is available on the website. Welcome - Tamworth Southside Uniting

This Sunday we continue with the series, Seasons of Creation. We
explore a new theme, “Outback”.

What comes to mind when you think of Outback? Is it wilderness, desert,
vast horizons, flies, insects, goannas and snakes? Where does the Outback
begin? Here on the eastern side of this vast country, some might think any
place west of The Great Dividing Range is Outback, Dubbo, Cobar, Broken
Hill, Lake Eyre, Uluru, The Great Sandy Desert. Is Outback, the other side of
“The Black Stump”?

In the series, Seasons of Creation we’ve looked at Trees, Land and today
Outback/Wilderness, all part of God’s creation. We are to value, care for and
manage these in a sustainable way, outback included. All are in a symbiotic
relationship, receiving, giving dependent upon the other, this includes us.

In one of today’s bible readings Mark 1:12a, after Jesus’s baptism we read,
“At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert
forty days being tempted by Satan”.

We might choose to dig deeper into this concept, “Seasons of Creation”
where we too, metaphorically have our own seasons, our own wilderness,
desert, aloneness, anxious and empty moments. Ideally though, seasons
where we too might flourish.

Mark 1:12b continues, “He (Jesus) was with wild animals, and angels
attended him”. We might draw upon this and allow ourselves to trust that, in
all our seasons be it flourishing or debilitating, giving or receiving, we are all
connected and inter-related, once again in a symbiotic, supportive
relationship with one another. We unknowingly might be that silent angel
attending to the needs of another, a word, a physical presence an accepting
smile.

May Grace and Peace abide with you in your Seasons of Creation.

David



mailto:ucapeelvalley@gmail.com
https://tsuc.org.au/sermons-2/
https://tsuc.org.au/

The Uniting Church in
Australia marks the
Season of Creation
each year from 1
September to 4
October, joining the
global Christian
community in prayer,
worship, and action for
ecological justice. In
2026 the theme is
“Living Water,” inspired
by Ezekiel 47:9-12.

Robyn Campanelli
Lynn Hatfield
Coretta

Vic Hatfield

Pam Cummins

UCA Northern
Presbytery Update

For the Latest Northern
Presbytery News and
articles of interest from
the Uniting Church go to
the NP Website:
https://northern.nswact.

uca.org.au/

‘. :‘}TAMWORTH CHORAL SOCIETY

An Afternoon of
Choral Music r $35 family

< 7 Eftpos available and
celeb,ahng T’me Afternoon tea will be

and Memories zeived

Northern Presbytery - Our rep David Bissett reported that 147 joined
the first meeting online . Sharon Flynn has been elected
Chairperson.

For the Latest Northern Presbytery News and articles of interest from the
Uniting Church go to the NP Website: https://northern.nswact.uca.org.au/

Bible Readings: Sept 27 2026 Pent 18 [26]
Ex17:1-7 Ps 78:1-4, 12-16
Phil2:1-13 Mt 21:23-32

UCA Synod Update -

https://www.nswact.uca.

CHRISTMAS BOXES:

Those who still wish to pack boxes are very welcome to retrieve any
remaining boxes from church, fill, pray over & deliver to the Car Doctor in
Dampier Street by mid October. Phyl Bird has an assortment of fillers
that she would freely & happily bestow upon you to ease the financial
burden! She awaits your phone call. It appears that postage is the same
as last year - $12.50. Alternatively boxes may be purchased & filled
online at the Operation Christmas Child website.

Build a Shoebox Online - Operation Christmas Child

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this mission over the
years. Susie

org.au
UCA Assembly Update -
Uniting Church Australia

Roof Repairs at Southside are 40% completed and will be continuing until
December. Please be mindful of the scaffolding and the detours needed
to access the church.
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September

Mon, 7 Sept: Rev. Geoff on leave until 6 October.
Sunday 20 -9.30am Holy Communion Service with David Bissett and Fellow Travellers team
Season of Creation — Outback
2.30pm Choral Society Concert “As Time Goes By” at Trinity Church

Tuesday 22 — 7.30am — Ladies Breakfast at Inland Café RSVP Lorrain Harris

10.30am Morning Tea at Southside. All Welcome

2 -5 pm —Spinners and Yarners meet at Southside
Friday 25 - 11am — Signature Service with John Nash

School Term 3 ends.

Sunday 27 — 9.30am Worship Service with Rev Sam and the Encouragers team Season of Creation - River
Tuesday 29 - 10.30am Morning Tea at Southside. All Welcome
Tuesday 5.30pm —7.30pm and Wednesday10.30 — 12.30am — My Aged Forum at Southside — See attached flyer.

October

Saturday 3 - 7.30am Men’s Breakfast at Southside
Sunday 4 - Daylight Saving Commences
9.30am Worship Service at Southside — Frontier Services

Sunday 4- Southside will be celebrating Frontier Services by holding a special service, focusing on their vital role
in helping isolated and disadvantaged families. Please note, there will be a retiring offering to help their ongoing
work.
Monday 5 — Labour Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 6 — 10.30am — Morning Tea at Southside.
All Welcome

11.00 am — TRUC meeting at Southside
Sunday 11 —9.30am Worship Service and ‘Blessing of the RFS Fleet’
Monday 12 — School Term 4 commences.
Saturday 17 - PALM Workshop at Southside with Dr Cliff Bird
Saturday 17 — ‘Fiesta la Peel’ 4pm — 8pm

B
Southside will have a stall at this Multicultural event. @ PALM %ﬁ

Coordinators — Ruth and Glen Harrington. Pacific Australia Labour Mobility

Rev. Dr Cliff Bird & Rev Alimoni Taumoepeau

16-18 October 2026

16 Church Training Day at Southside

9am - 4pm Training and Formation Day — PALM & Intercultural Ministry
16 PALM Workers BBQ at Southside

6pm Invitation to gather together
17 Visit Teys & Thomas Foods
18 Visit Gunnedah

9:30am join worship and meet PALM Workers afterwards

Weekly Happenings................. - -
. . . Healing Services 7pm December

Monday 10.00am—Functionally Fit Exercise .

. 25 October, 6 December 19 — Carols at Southside
class with Roxanne
Tuesd-ay mornlngs'—9.30am—1'2 noon - November 15 AGM of March — 5- 13* Southside to
Stepping Stones with Robyn Wright (School SS Congregation — Church be venue for Elections.
term) Council elections —
Wednesday 1—2:30pm—~Prayer and Praise 6 members retiring —
Session with Maria Okon (6762 5001) please consider nominating
Monday, Wednesday & Friday—6-8pm AA 27/28 Nativity Scene
meeting in Acacia room — display @ SS
Men’s Choir meet at Southside —2nd & 4th

Mondays at 5pm.




Tamworth Regional Uniting Churches Ministers reflection

‘Wilderness - Where God Meets Us’

Last week, we reflected on Land.

We thought about the ground beneath our feet, the places we call home, and our responsibility to care for
the earth entrusted to us. Land reminds us that we are creatures of a particular place. We belong

somewhere and are connected to soil, water, seasons, animals, neighbours and community.

This week, the Season of Creation takes us somewhere quite different - the wilderness.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus comes to the Jordan river and is baptised by John. Christ hears the voice of God:
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.” And immediately, the Spirit drives him out into

the wilderness.

Jesus hears who he is before he enters the wilderness. He does not discover his identity because everything
around him is settled and secure. He carries that identity with him into a place of uncertainty, solitude and

testing.

Wilderness has a way of doing that to us.

I've observed that there are seasons in life when the familiar disappears. The routines we depended upon
change. The answers we once had seem less certain. Sometimes wilderness comes in the form of grief.
Sometimes through illness, disappointment, loneliness or uncertainty about the future. Or perhaps it
comes simply through the passing of time when we realise that life has changed and we cannot quite

return to what once was.

And sometimes the wilderness is quite literal.

Here in regional Australia, wilderness is not merely an abstract spiritual idea. We know of country where
landscapes stretches beyond the horizon. Perhaps that is why wilderness can become such a reflective

place. It strips away some of the noise. You get lost easily in thoughts.

We jump to the epistle reading and Romans 8 gives us a profound picture of creation itself in this
wilderness. Paul says that “the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now.” Creation is

waiting, longing and hoping for redemption.

It appears that creation is not simply a backdrop to human life, but is woven together in the story of God. It

witnesses and confesses, It waits. It longs for renewal.



Then Paul goes further. He says that we also groan. We carry hopes that have not yet been fulfilled. We
pray for things we cannot yet see. We grieve what has been lost. Yet Romans 8 does not leave us alone in

that longing. “The Spirit helps us in our weakness.”

When we do not know how to pray, the Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. Sometimes
faith in the wilderness is not about having the right words but simply about breathing, waiting and trusting

that God is present.

Jesus enters the wilderness carrying the voice of his Father with him: “You are my Son, the Beloved.” And

we enter our own wildernesses carrying the promise that God’s Spirit is with us too.

The wilderness can feel like a place of absence. Yet Scripture repeatedly shows us that it can also become a
place of encounter. It is where Jesus is tested, but also where his identity is confirmed. It is where creation
groans, but also where creation waits in hope. It is where we can feel most vulnerable but yet where the

Spirit meets us in our weakness.

Perhaps that is one of the gifts of the wilderness. It teaches us that we are creatures who cannot control
everything. We depend upon God and each other. We also depend upon the land, and are called to sustain

creation.

As we continue through this Season of Creation, may we have the courage to listen to the groaning of
creation and to the quieter groanings within our own hearts. And may we discover, even in the wilderness,

that we are not abandoned.

The Spirit is there. Christ is there. And the God who leads us into the wilderness is also the God who leads

us through it, toward the renewal of all creation.

“The Spirit helps us in our weakness.”

Perhaps that is enough for this week. God is making all things new.
Blessings,

Rev Sam



Empowering individuals to make informed decisions about their
ageing journey.
Join us to gain the knowledge and confidence to navigate aged care,

exploring supports, government funding, and how to access and apply
for the services you need. Two session times available.

Venue: Tamworth Southside Uniting Church, 440 Goonoo Goonoo Rd
Date: Tuesday 29 September Wednesday, 30 September

Time: 17:30-19:30 10:30am - 12:30pm

g Pt nid,
o2 [E]738% 3
M Expertinputs M Morning Tea / Sausage Sizzle
M Practical nextstep ¥ Q& As B Activities for children

Places are limited. Please register ASAP by scanning the QR Code for your date of
choice or leave a message with Karen on 0429 679 176 or E: office@tsuc.org.au

General enquiries: ewall@uniting.org

Tamworth Southside °5s
Uniting Church Unltlng




